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fCopyrieht, 150 by W, A Frneer,) |
When the strong arm of the law reached
gt for Moung Ourey and gathored in Hpo
Thit lnetead, it was this way: |

The gray Burmen night wis
Hpo Thit glided 1Tke s e
of e police bungalow and told Valentyne,
tho superintendent, that Mouhg Citray hall
oplum—tny balls of it—hidden away in him
houge

When ho epoke of Moung Ouray Valen
fyne started a litkle, for Oumay was Mi Mra's
trother anid M1 Mra, she but this Is a
story of Hpo Thit, i

“How a6 yoi know of the oplum?’ asked
Valentyne “id you put the beastly stuff
thore yourself and then come to vdackle of |
the vgea of your own laying

‘N, wl.  Abtul, who |8 & log of n Mus-
sulman, maw Moung Ouray take it off the
‘Broboat’ which goes up the river* |
1 DI Abdul, who is a Mussulman, see
wherg Ouray hid the oplum®’

“No, sir; but will not a Burman put
Jewels In the strong box that he keops ne

& bed 2

Thore wis & woft ruatle Just beyond the

nlted bamboo wall, close behind \’ulun~|
me's head, 1L was the soft rustle of gllk
ng Mi Mra wrapped the !lemon-colored searf
atout her throat and stipped like a Rgentle
shadow down the back ateps of the buagalow.

Valertyne pise a4 toss In his ebair and
enuphed long and Tustily., That was dlplos,
matie, for jungle men Jike Hpo Thit hive
ghirp ours

It and oiit among the mangoe trees the
glrl's slight feare Nlted as she sped sawiftly
through the grove loward Moung Oumy's
1t bamboo house,
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“Tho Thakine, who makes M Mra lavih,
arked FHpo Thit i be hat inld the eges 16
brother's box Perhaps he dld; we shall
soe—ha ha, ha!™ and her foeth, which were
plak frowm the ulee of the suparl, gleaned
Hke voral belids

Valentype pendered for a few momaonts
over what Hpo Thit' had toll him, His
duly wi gt enoeh, but—-bye—=""it's a
AL up J he muttored to Himeell. “IL' s
o s old Geegae trick of vuiniog & man

Aod nlss was not Mouug Ouray 3 Mra's
brother?

“1 mupgmse 've got to help this blackguard
In his villalny,  though, hi= thoueht, anti
calling his oedecly 1old bim o bring the
eorgeatt and o couple of paller feom "]I\‘I
Jutl

Together they marched down the uu-!.\lnll
roeal, Botween the pecprful (e fuul Hisia
@ sweitsmeented champae grows opporine the
Poda Pagodu they stopped Mowng hiray's
buagalow lay Just beyond,

“Notu gol oplurn, G’ ik Oy, dn his]
knoek-kneed  FEnelish the police filel

e

"ENOCKELR THE RUDY OUT OF THE ALA-
BASTER WITH HIS DAHL”

Intto his 1ttde rocm, and Vilentyne told him
What was wantel,

Whon the box wuk unlocked, on top lay
his handsome stk gown; then one  after
ancther the Jaunty Tetle Juckets and divers
other things wero lnll on the ooy,

In tho bottom was w big round lagguer
box. When the sergeant 1fied the 11d, thoro
were four white balls there—four oval white
Ealle, me unlike opivm as they could waell
e, for they were cpes. -

Now Moung Ouray Knew that be had not
put the eggs theve; he dld pot make a
pantry of hls clothes bhox.  Also, had oot
Hpo Thit left them The balls he had
Blipped Intp the lacquer box while Moung

Ourpny wias down at the play weére round and
binck, not at all ke gpas

The two Punjabl polli en were grinning
from vir Lo ear, Valeniyne gave & darcesdo
Heke Invtgch, and agkedd Hio Thit if that wan
the opium he hud scen Moung Ouray carry
g off the #teamer

“"Here ls not got aftm,' sald the
geant; und asked i he should search
Ther, |

Hefore Valegtine
uproar smote upon his  ears It wWais
though the play  and the whole ¢lash of
bizar nolses hat been suddenty emptied ot
the eotapound of the Ploongye Kyoung acro
the roml.

I owa a proper Orlental babel: the ery ol
“thier" cutting throuegh the general
like n sharp-edgad knife,

“The bazer budmiashos (Wyckgiirds)
killing some one,’” sald the gergiant,

“Weo'll have to go aod ook Iote that firs:,’
Bl the superintondent; “we'll come  back
hore and fOnish the scareh atter,  You munt
come, toy, Ourdy, so that thiy ‘devl] cannot
sty that you hag a chatee to Blde  any-
thing.*

That nlsp wor diplomatie; but It wag
the llitle slip of lasing track of Hpo Thit
thot gave the Nohts (spirita) chanecs to waork
more. mizchief.
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“Somebody muridering a DPhoongyn'
(pricst), he sald to the scrgeant, as they
renched the rond.

Rushing loto the pagodn, he found  the
Phoongyes In the temple olustore ahout
tho blg Budadha, the “Redp Buddha,™ as i
wis known

The priests were prostrated at the foet
of the great fmage. raving and lamenting,

and shvieking in dospalr
“What's the matter?®” aaked Valentyne
“A thiet has stelen the Beda, thie oyo of
the god, the ruby!

And they pointed to a great hole in  the
forohead of the Buddha, where the sacred
“Deda RMuby' had been for twelve oen
turies,

o How onlm and digolfied the alahastor god
geemed, sltting there with his hand resting
fu hig lap! Through twelve centuriea of
atrife and passion, apd blond and carnage
he had looked with ealm serenlty upon the
struggles of the Hitle wmen who had come
BN gond

Twelve huadeead years before bhad King
Verana glyen it to the Taloping of Panja
Vegana, the son of Mlenzalm, and Poaza, the
Chilviese princess

The soven great Kyounes of Taloplna whiih
Vgzang founded galped blio great merlt, so
thot when he ded the “Bedsn Boddha'
warked miracles,

Aud oow for 1,200 years had the sapred
oyo, Lhe “Heda Ruby.'" done oven so

The mnd freney of the pricats seomed ke
tho petulant teenper of children; thelr thin
brown bodles. draped with the sacred yollow
robe, swaved and rocked In the welrd gt
of their Mekering earib-oll lampa, as they
called  the guree of thelr offended  god-
bhead upen the saseileglous thief who had
stolen the ruby--taken the sacred Roda

Valentyne was horror-sirleken at the au-
dagity of the thier, fur the Beda Buddba
war the most sacred linage In all Hurmal
Pllgrima came from all over the Burmoese
omplre to strike with the atag's horn the
eresvent-ahnped goog haoeipg theee atb Ite
slde, and then plead. with forehvad prone on
the cemented foor In front of the god. tm
the intercession of the Heda with Ruddtia
Gandama.

The Pheongyes watched It night and day,
ead how any one had managed to steal the
ruby Valentyae could not understand.

In. the méantlme Hpo Thit had glded
ellently ‘back through the erotons and loto
the bungalow once mare,

The very ale was (ol of demoniac nolacs
asx Hpo Thik 2lipped Into the house, for
the octows, the Phoongyea' up

aroused by
roar, werg acreatnlng and shricklog o a big

tamarind  that towersd high dabwe the

clampne
Within all wa= qulet, and Hpo Thit lost no
time In making Kis wuy to the box they badl

g0 lately searched for the oninm.

The little lamp was still burning, so he
eonld see Just where to ot the sinall roand
packer fie took from the roll in his eloth
Jusi at hin waist

He put it down In a corner of the teak-
wiod box: then, actuvated by a sidden re-
galve, he pleked 0t up, uncolled the $itl
plece of  yellow olath  In which It was
wiapgiod, and took n locie, loving look at it

Ar he rolled 1t In h's Bband aear the Qlckee-
ing cotton dip the Hitle room seomed Bathe
in a flood of warm, Mood-red light Greal
ruby-tinted rays shist hither and thither, un-

Lt the duezling brightiers Hghted ap tha
uncertaln gloom, And it was as though red
wine had been thrown high (o the bright,

noinday sutehine,

It wan the stolén ruby; and night was bes
Ing made Wldeous with the din across the
road in the Phoongye Kyoung.

Thers was o much of terror, so much of
menace, I the hoarse roar of the Phoongyes,
and the crowd of Buddhilsts who had been
attracted by their eries, that his heart falled
him—he dropped it agaln in the box, and
pasxed silently, swiftly out Into the Burmese
night,

As he disappeared n small figure glided
put from behdod a Pedang mat, which gerved
as curtain to n doorway, anil, Kneecling over
the hox, searched for that which Hpo Thit
had put the

It vas M M
Moung Curay told MI Mra that you are al-
wiys smoking at the opium, and beeause of
that Mi Mra would have nothing to do with
you, you would hpve Valentyoe Thakine
mialke n thief of Mcung Onray,”™

Then she ('sappeiared behiod the curtaln
neain, und the oll dip fMlekered lower and
lower, and only the cutsbide celumor erept into
the It

Soan there wad the steady tramp

SRS waK o st

tramp of

men that wre acesstomed to marching, and
| anee more tthe superintendent, and the ser-
popnt, nnd the police onme up the steps: anil
nlse wore Moung Ourny, and Hpo Thit, and
tie Phoonpyea, aml athers thoere.

“We ghall ind the oplum™ Hpoe Thit was
gaving “or olse Moung Ouray has given i
to some one, Lo some of the aplum eaters to

P stenl the raby for hitn—the geeat ruby Which
war in the forchopd of the God Beda, (I the
oglum I gone, we sha!l find the ruby. 1f the

ruby Is not herte, we shall find the eplum. 1

1o net Enow all things ke the Thakine, bat
L s the way of cur pepple ™

I think that this (s go end of a fool'n

gate,” sild Valentypo to the sergeant; but

wie mbght a8 owell finish our genrch while we

are ab it. Where shall we loak first?"”

“In the box Thakine,” esgerly interposed
Hps Thit, “If the oplum is oot there, and
he how the raby, there shall we find it

S0 once mare the sergeant continued hia
Interrapted search of the box,  There was
nuthing bevond a pale of Chinese patent
ledther shoes, o palm lea! Buaddhist bible and

Movnge Ourny's silken head dieeies;
them packed away In the battom.
here Is nothing here, Hpa Thit,'" sald
thie  superintetdent, biu=quely, "What 1
Feally ought to do In arveest youn, Ilpo Thit,
for g dangerous lunatic; but 1711 ser to that
tomorrow. In the meantime, sergeant, just
beat up the surrounding countey for the bud-

many of

mash that has teken the raby.**

That the ruby wee gooe was p facer to
Hpo ‘Thit; Arst, the balld of oplum had dis-
dppeared, but  that he Lol oattributed to
Monng Ouray;: now the rubiy had vanighod,

and Moune Quray bad been with the police
ull the time,

Then he saw gomething which gave him a
clow, 1t was an lnnocent looking clfelet of
Jasgemine flowers lving o Tront of thie bex.
It wng such a circlet as the girls wore on
tholr hair. and it hadn’t been Iying there
when they searched the box before.

“OF n ocertainty M Mra has token the
ruby, " murmured Hpo Thit, and has goue to
the house of San Shwe, who Is her fathed,
If San Shwe will keep I, there will 1L reat;
but If his heart fall him  then will he tell
Her tootale it to the pollee Thakind,” Theie
wag no Lmde to be lpat, for 1t would be dis-
covered that he had siolen It, and he would
alse loge the raby,

His apportunity te stenl the Jewel had
copie toohim Just wx he waa leaving Moung
uray’s houes, after having put the aplum
tnthe box.  For some unkonown reagon, prob.
ahly owing to the poay, he had found the
temple desertéd for a few mioutes, and had
knuckod the raby ogt of the haster with
hig sword. Then the sudden fear, nnd the
chanee to Impleate Moung Ouray ns  the
thier, W other schicme ving ftalled, led
Ititn to put 1E D the box w he knew that
MI Mrea must hove seen hlog put It there,
nnd us would be aecused of stealing it
bk,

Sllpplog away from the % a5 they
wine out of Moung Ourny's house, he gquickly
sped to San Shwe's bungalow,

As he approached cautionsly, he coulil sce
MI Mra and ber morier and father, sitting
on tho bawboo floor earnestly secursing
samething, “They will decide; 1T will walr,™
e muttered, squatting on his heels at the
dide of the renl.

Then ML Mra came out, dnd started off
aceross the drietd maldon toward the guperin-
ndent’s bungnlow.

Thar was Hpo Thit's chance,

“It you tell nbout IG,° he sald, as he left
e, U1 wiill swear that you and Moung Quray
stole 1tand gave-dt o me. Then the Judee
Fhakine sill ask how yon should: know that
I hagd A, oot had not glven It to me.**

ML Mra went back to her father's house;
he wanied to think, wanted todo that which
wWis the lonst troulle,

In the morning she told Val
It nid in ap Hour he and the

1t
anyway, he meant tc ger the

1hout
and n

shiyie
geant

file of police were chusing after Hpo Thit
But Hpo Thit had gune One more dacolt
bad beeey eroated,  Mis brother, the Thug

gle's. gun bad gone with him. The Thugei
Hln't know Wiat, for Hpo Thit had etolen it
It was an  old-fashilenod muzele-loading
musket.

It je difficult to ¢un down & Burman o the
jungle and it was the next day before the
e up wiih thelr oiuivy

He hita o pouple shols st them in &
biundering gore wiy with the old muskst
withour hitting anybody, but juslt as Valen
tane charged 1o on bhhip at the head of hle
pollee Hpo Thit Ared sgeln ar elose quarters
and the superiatenden: went down, shot In

e shoulider

Only for the sergeant, Hpa Thit would
have been carved up Inte regulation sllces
aily Coe the sergeant and Valentype, too, lot
he Lellowed ont: *"Don't kill him! Tak«
the heast allve!

“Bring him here and search him at ooco,
zald Valentyne. who was sitting up now
thovgh feellog deveed grogey, and while ths
sergeant bound up his wound they strippesd

Hpo Thit clin as a whigtie, Hur there was
ngy ruby—antiing but much attoolng dis
overed,

with the reidl stone?"
bur  Hps  Thit

SWhat haye you dong
wsked the superintendent,
wotlda't anewer,

Then they gol back W Thayetmys s
yuickly us they eould, carrving Valentyne
oy an improviged dhoeoly, b the shape of &
charpoy, whioh they got from the woun of &
neighboeing village, by the goutle art of
cosnpulslon

When Hpo Thlt was brought back by the
polles e was met by & recopilon commition
pampowed of ogthedox Buddbists, who werd
gothered together with the avowed object of
honoring him with the crucliixion.

Ton guard ugalust his attalning Nirvana by
a fuke, as It wele, e was w be crucified
head downward,

Valontyne, who was very wesnk by thig
thine, hud great diMeulty in explalolog to
thent that the government counld unot allow
such a thing to take plaoce,

“"Have patlenve, good friends,”” be eald,
YWe must be meeciful,' and he talked choer-
fully of the lle-long vewve of liviog hell
Hpo Thit would surcly get on the Andaman
tstande for his pari la the little clrcus.

In o general sort of way the sergescl ex-
phained to them that they, who Knew little
abiout sueh thiags, could only make Hpo
Thit with be bad pot done this thing for o
very few minules at the outside, Hut the
Thakine, whoe was the governweni, could
¢ause Hpo Thit 10 revile the day ho was
prajected into the world by a thig! of u
jackal, tor yours and yoars.

80 Valpniyue was taken to the hospital,
and Hpo Thit was pet In a cage bebind ¥on

}'u. "o, he, Hpo Thit; teraure |

‘tiars,
|

Just
#een down At Rangoon

I have the biillet ¢tut of yon In & JITY,
sald the olvil surgeon 1o Valentyne, ax he
rolled up his siveves and opened his cawse
of shining Instruments

“I=a If 1 can understand it thoumh,’
he sald as he probéd sway, lor the Jiffy
time hnd gone by  and he Thadn’t  even
touched the bullet yet, It must be one of
| thase infernal skeweee slugs of thelra that
|'he has pumped Into you. It weoms to have
struck you under the arm as you were
flourizhing that sword of yours, and then
rtrn\'--.’t-i an down along your ribs, God knows
where It Is now, for 1 can’t Aind It. You've
lost enouigh bleod over It for Just now, any-
way: but it there seems to be any complica-
tion setting in, 1'll have afother tey for 1™

The murgeoi saw |t was about time to
| dexine, for Valentyne wae looking pretty well
Irlnu-l up
i Then Hpo Thit was brousht up before the
deputy commissioner for a committal hearing,

as it were, charged with stealing the sacred
ruby, and with attempting murder _ of the
superinteadent

But the priesis were clamorots for the

rioy eye of their Buddha: for the matter of
Valentyne dving or not they did not bother
thelt heads—even they would ler Hpo Thit
gro free, so he it If they cotld come by the
sacred gem agaln, The Burmese archbighop
the Thathanabaing, had come down from Ava
Lo ®ee about the recovery of the stone.

Thoy begged the deputy commissioner to
glve Hpo Thit promise of pardon if he would
only disclore where he had hidden the
l‘;‘l'['u."

I can’t do that,” he gald, “for the w-un ‘e
sahil way die; the doctor has fished for the
bullet and ean't get it, and it looks bad
| for the superintendent’'s life. 10 he dies,
Hpo Thit will have to swing.™

But If the Bedn might be recovered they
would pay to Valentyie's family his rull
value in good English sovereligns,

The deputy commissioner wae as anxious
to rocover the jewel as they were; so he
promised Hpo Thit that if he would tell
whero It was, 1t would help him much when
the time of his sentence came,

“T will tell,” sald Hpo Thit, “because |t
will bo eaxy for the Thakine to get it and
jthen the Thakine will remember at the time
of the sentence.”

The priestz craned thelr thin shaven buz-
zard-like hends eagerly forward; even the
leputy comminsioner was Ihtensely excited,
for If he should resover this sandred Beda
It would be well: If not, the papers all
throueh Indla would lave thelr fling at I,
and Fl= 1ife would be maide miserable nnswer-
Ing Itiquiries from the government.

ot W ps stlent as the graven image
Hudidha Jteelf, as they walted for Hpo
tto sk,

'utting the palims of his banids together In
front of hie face in the farm aof supplicatias
Hypo Thit «aidy “The red stone which 1 wpk

from the Kyoung, even from the forehomd of
Buditka, s o the police Thakine's body, |
Nred 1L from my gan the last tlme, becdavge
I Bald na bullets and becuuses §f 1t 2could

wotk a onifracle It would stop the police that
I might et awav.”

Thig statement took awday the breath of
thie court.  The sllenve wis unbroken for o
full eninute, thea the Chisf Phoongye onld;
“Hpo Thit Is telling liea; he hoas Wid It.  We

must swear him."
“Yer, ' eald the deputy commiselonee, *“he
must make oath to that, for binms were

witer done judicially.*

He nrdered the elerk to awear him on the
palm leaf Burmoese bible,
Ny Thakine,' satd the nriest, Interrupt
Ing, "We ds pot a diseiple of Buddia., He s
& Jurele man, fodl we must swend him on a
hranch of the lepman.'

But after the cath It the came—the
ted stone was in the pollee Thakine's body.

“I think {t Is the truth,” eald Ge depuly
conimissioner,

1t teie,””

wihe

the

g anld the priedts, *“and
pollee Thakine 'must glve up the Hedal"

Waoll, owe'll o0 what can be done In the
mattor,” adswered the deputy comanlssioner,
and Hpo Thit was remanded to awalt de-
volopments,

“RBy jove!" =ald the surgean,
heard about (i, “that accouats for the
fernal thing taking that corkserew course.™

“You'll have to get It ont of him some
way." s=ald e dentuty commizsloner. *'lor
it's wocth about twp lakhs of rupecs; and,
beshdes, 1t won't be hedlthy for Valentyne
to lve I Purmah with the eve of @ Baddhlet
god in him."

“Look hece, Grey)'' sald the surgeon, *'1
nm Jiggered i T oprobe for the cursged thing

when he
in-

wendn. I onearly let Valentvne's e out of
hin the other day Tor fear of polgonous odti-
degquences, for 1othoueht 1t was a elug.  Hat
If It's n good, clear cut euby 1t wlll prob-

ahly never hurt him, and 'mocot going to
tuke any ohwnees,'

TOo deput s commissioner was In deapair,
The Mhooneyves, hoaded by their acehbishop,
haunted his ofMee and hiz bungalow nlght
inil day, clamoving for the ruby, for thelr
wered CBeda,'! for the eyve of thele Budidhist
gail,

ffut the surgeon was abdurate,

“Valentyne s a (tlend of mine! he sall
and Pin not golng ‘o murder him to please
iy yollow robed Phoongye. 1 wouldn't do
it #ven if be were an enemy. I'd leave the
mervice ficst.'”

OFf course e deputy commissloner had to
report I te the commigafoner, and be to tho
hilef commilssions,

The report read:
the famouns rub

the sacered ‘Boeda,'
from the

"That
had been stolon
forehesd of the fmage of Buddha;, In the
Pugodn, there, by a hill man, Fpo Thit.
Hpo Thit had been captured, and the roby

like the mangy tiger they had |

|
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liver derangemonts nie
people toa premature geave than all other dis-
eases, war, pestilonce and fumine eombined,
come to yon Ylike a thiel in the night,” when yon
@ not expecting them,
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Stom tch troubles, constipn-
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Let us help you.

e wish to be modest in our state=-
ments, but we thoroughly believe
it and so we will say it.
has been a remedy worthy to be com-
pared with Dr. Kay’s Renovator for
- Stomach Troubles, Constipation and
Liver Derangements.

siokness.
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chance to prove it to you.
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DR. KAY'S RENOVATO

AT THIS TIME OF YEAR jt should be taken by every one,
giving NEW LIFE and VIGOR to the whole body,
ves digestion,
provent any sgerious fliness,
preseriptions foy

Do not

valuable

another.” A, C.

W, I Moheris, for years Unshifer of the Cltizens'

¥

A
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It & easy amnd plessant to take. 1t never gripes or sickens; but Inercases the appetite and
take nuy substitute for it his no equal, Now i the time to tone up your & yeiem for the spring work as well as to
Write us for FREE ADVICE and a copy of “Dr. Kay's Home Treatment.” It has 65 poages, 66 excellent recipes and

Hemmond, a prominent stockman at
Send for It and free sample of Dir. Kay's Renovator,
price Address Dy, 'H. J, Kay Medical Co. (Western Office) Omaha, Neb,
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eara, and I attrivute this to
biox will convinee any one that
it cathartios usgally taken I
Witen overioind my stomueh aml
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SECOND LETTER, ONE YEAR LATER
I owm sl oo tivm Balloved In e Yal merlts of your romedfes.
My health g row Beter thas for ten yoosvs, T selidtonm neod to (ke

Fpurs iy,
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1844.

I O i I

It win

Whitmer of |

St

nearly all discases, Andy

renovale

snet
ockton, Kan., says: ‘'l

o~

digestion nnd sleepless niehts, bat wlne

vibor b oean o o Thes e b and amr por frouiied o the least with
thee nhnve namod diRohnes four D Kay's Henovatoy Boworth its
welht o ogonl 1T amy e ol dmdy 67 yoenrg olil,. Yours,
Umaha, Neb, March &2, 1806, MRS, 1In A Me('OY,
V1 Bouth 25l Sl et

DR. KAY'S LUNG BALM,
The Best Lung and Throat Remedy.

Miss Nollle Pegnoyer, 10 South 10th St Omihy, Neb —*Fiyve
usod vour v, way's Long Balm for o severe oage of Lo grippe.
My Minpe=s were very sore and I taklog the B, Koay's Lang Hidm
I fouindd 1t stopped any desire (o cough AL 0o, "THe Sorancss ol iy
Tungs ol in iy hedy wan disappenrved. U s pleasant 100 Ginke omd

vl ot catige stokn it the stomaeny Hike many cough romedies,

t It ocures quilcksr than any

il
ye
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and

writes:
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1o,

wnilid

(*hicago,

b for the
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on't ignore a little good advice,
During the long winter the ontive asystem e
comes sluggish and before you are aware of it
gome axposure will elog the entire glandular sys-
tem and you will he precpitated upon a hed of
In many cases death
Wi yon goard against ¥
shouid bo tuko o at onee and
healthy netion of the entive glandular systom, so
mild and pleasant and  yet 80 cortnin as to plenso
Investigate bBefore it 13 too Inte,
NSNS WAV RIS

There never

1nus a

WORTH ITS WEIGHT IN GOLD.
For Constipation, Indigestion and Sleepless Nights,

Deen traulided for the post S0 yenrs with constipation, In-
tnking your e Kay's Reno

I have ever teled!

Invigorate the whole system and purify and enrich the BHood

wotld not take $10 for your book if I could
recipe on st page in your bhook.*
SOLD BY DRUGGISTS at 25 conts and §1.00, or

will ba the result
Dr, Kay's Renovator
it will bring aboul a
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Jove!

Your hody will be worth something

for dissecting purposes, though, if they don‘t
get the firat slash at you.''

But Valentyne

steadily

Improved. The

wound wae healing up nleely, the ruby seem-
logly glvirg him no trouble whatever.

As soon
move about

us

he was
he diséovered o now gource

and
of

able to sit up

gnnoyance- Devout Burmans were congiantly

coming and
and

Quray.

“Sar, they

prosirating
feet, teuching thelr forcheads to the
muttering their prayers.

“What does it all mean?'' he agked

are worshipping

at his
ground

themsclves

Moung

the “Beda,’

which you, by the grace of God aud that
wicked ‘Hpo Thit, hnve got,”

*This Is

Intolerable,

thought Valentyoe.

“I am a ruby mine, and a Burnmiese God, and
it recelver of stolen goads, all in one,™

As hoe got

ollicial

peur in upon him.

better the beauty of lils
1le was further enhanced by the deluge
carrespondence that

new
of

cotmmenced

By order of the chief commissioner he was

nskod
good

to expluin
o the pagodn

he was still retaining on his pereon.
out
wis escheated
least

cheerfully
enlary
wonlid take

pointod

at

w he meant to make
the value of the ruby
It wiy
that if half hi
for this purpose it
forty years to make

up the value of the jewel,
A delay of this sort would havlly be falr

"HE EVEN GOT ACCUSTOMED TO

epnt of polles, Mr, Valentyue, That It ap-
fired it from & musket into the guperintend-
ent's body: but as to whether Hpo Thit's evi-
dence conld be aceepted, and the auperin-
tendent held to be tn lnnocent possession of

the stolen goods or not, or whother he should

he wae not prepured to suny, That must rest
with the higher authorities to decide. He
suggested that It might be better to refer it
to the Judiclal commisgioner,"

Vilentyne o the meantime had to he
guarded at the hospital, for M1 Mra digcov-
¢red that the Phoongyes had set a schome
an foot to kidoap bim, and, incldentally.
carve him up to find the sacred stone,

There were many reasons why they should
recover It as soon as possible, Their Buddha
hnd lost all prestige gince his maltrealment,
and no pllgrims came wpow Lo lay thelr geo-
crous offerings at bis great square feet, The
pagods had ceased to do a paying business,
for Uszana's reby hud been o drawing card,
It had been o good faves ment that for twelve
cepturles had gone on meking money for the
priesis.

Valentyne appliesd for and oblained slok
lvave, handicapped with an order that he
must not take the ruby out of the Jurisdiction
of the Burmese courts.

It was a splesdid bit of judicial  rullog
thet, aud the deputy commissioner smiled
grimly when It passed through his hands

The surgeon swore like a trooper when he
heard about it, for he had ordered Valeuiyne
off to Darjesling for archange. “"You can't
sop boere be sald, “becavse If you don't
itlle of fever, they'll wurder you, sure. By

| tion

be arrested nas o recelver of the stolen gools, |

|

|pommu, glgned by all the Buddhists, living
{and dead, In the whole Burman empire.

|

SHEING
FRONT OF HIM AND PRAY.

peared from Hpo Thit's evidence that he had | moment,

THE

traced to the pegsession of the guperintend- | to the Phoingyes; beside, o thut

his salary
AL any

olimate,

NATIVES

roate,

PLUMP DUOWN IN

uneertain
might ccase al  any
under the 556  yeary'

gepvice rule, he could not retaln his posi-

In the service
time, and his
cnough to live upon.

Pendlon

that
would

for lepgth  of

be barely

The city surgeon was raked over the couls

for not meting

upon

the deputy commig

sliner'sa suggesation and probing the matter

to the bottem as it

were—for not making

another effort to recover the jewel,

It was in

valn that he wrote In answer
that the superiptendent’'s life would

huve

been endapgered by another operation.

His apswer only brought another

literary

wiggling, o which he was ourtly reminded

thut the Hritleh government expectod
do thelr duty,
feellng or copsiderations of

oificlals

perganal

wonal safety,
“Hang them for

to

swing," excluimed ®orbyn, for that was
surgeon's name, "'they mean

Ita
Irrespective of
per-
s lot of bloodthirsty
the
that

o have

ruby out of Valentyue, even Il It costa bl

his life,

Then the Phoongyes ot up a monstrous

wis cleverly worded,
by a young Burman

1t
having been drawn up
barrister, who was Lhe

gold medalist ofdits year in England.
The petition was o be forwarded to the
viceroy through dbe chief commimioner, and

prayed that the superintéendent of
Valentyne, should: be dellvered

pollce,
over Lo

them that they might regaln the most sacrod
relle ln all the Budidhist empire,

They were willl

1o pay an lndemnity to

his family, but the ruby they must have,

For a time it looked rather blue for Valen-
tyne, for the viceroy was a man who hail
zreat ldeas about the rights of the natives;
in fact, he went In for It very much us a
baboo plays lawn tennls, without much sei-
ence In the game, but with his  whole soul
and ponderous body dead on the ball,

The papers at home took it up; and a
nige gentlemnn one evenlng at Exeter hall
polnted out to the B, P, that evidently It

wis another case of oppression of the poor
native. One of thelr temples had  been
lowsorated; one of thelr most saered dols
violated; o jowel, to which they attributed
miraculows powers, etolen, and the Jewel
was now in the possession of one of the
government superintendents of police,

There wns 0 covk-and<bull story, he sald,
about it having been shot into his body, hatr
even If It were so, they could not set a
whole natlan of Buddhists by the ears, far
the salke of one man,  In common honesty
they must glve the Jewel up: and i this |
man conldn't part with it, why he wnlli-!|
have to go with It, that was all.

The viceroy seemed Inclined to look at It
In this Heht, too, and K really seemed |
Awkward for Valentyne,

In the meantime a cly
the valiue of the ruby had
in the courts in general, and
particular,

Luckily fur Valentyne the secretary
state was a hard-headed man, not much
given to nonsense, and he sald in equivalent
aiclal language *‘that he'd be d—d I hed
#ee an Innocent  Englishman  dellberately
et up to recover any fetlsh bauble”

But all the same the superintendent would
Have to be retired on half pay, for hls use-
Tulnees was gone,  The two' could not bs
sombiped; the dual position of Burmese God
ind superintendent of police; for the nptives
atill  persisted in revercocing him, though
ready ons soon as the word was given, to cut
him up.

Just when he thought his troubles were
it an end, and he might go home, they ap-
i for an Injunction to prevent him from

11 sult to I'l"'f)\'l'T'!
been Ingtituled
In

Valentyne

moving the ruby out of Burmah. They |
showed to the court on medical authorlty, !
that there whs every possibillty that the

stone mlght work Itself out somg day, and o -
e recoverad; but if Valentyoe were allowed
o leave the Kingdom the chances of the
Hehtfu]l owoers ever becoming possessed uf;
it were very allm Indeed,

The undertaok to pay Valentyne a salary
of 1N rupecs @ year so long as he vo-
malned In Rangoon; and all they asked In
return was the privilege of comlng to wor- i
allip the ‘Bedd &t certaln perlods, and thio
a medical oflicer, appointed by them, should
have frep aocees to Valentyne's person, with ¢
a view (o keeping track of the perambula-
tions of the ruby; and that when it made 15 |
appearance near the skin anywhore, so that
It might be extracted without danger to
him, that he would rellngquish all clalm upon
It and allow the aurgeon to hasten its ap-
jearance,

Vulentyne's counsel, seelng which way ihis
wind was blowing, agreed to secept this rul-
Ing of the court, only stipulating that Corbyn
be appointed surgeon, for the nether stone |
had suffered most Lo the grind, and Carbyn
was out of the service.

One lttle formality the court demandoed;
thut was that the apehiblshop and three or
four of the chig! Phoongyer should go on
a boud for Valentyne's personal safety,

So the superintendent was lodged In a
beautifully furnished bungalow, amd was
tredated very much ke a distingulshed state
prisoner,

Life went very pleasantly with him, and (
it did not seem such a bad afair aftor all.

Mi Mra was living in Rangoon, too, as
It happened; and Hpo Thit, in considera-
tlion of his turning gueen’s evidence agalnat
hmgelf re the ruby, wae let off with two
years in Jall, and was then busily engaged
In pushing & conservancy cart about town,
with a clanking chalo running from his wast
Lo elther ankle by way of ornament.

The Buropeans In Hangoopn, with orlental
playfulpess, bestowed upon Valeniyne two
or three names expressive of hils occupation.
Hp was known down at the “Gym" as the
“Burmese God, Heda,” and the “Jewel Mer-

chant.'

The fellows wore never Lired of offering
him as eecurity, swearlng roundly that he |
was worth twe lakhs of rupees. dead or
allve.

One o two playful attempts on bls e
réllevpd thoe monotopy of hilg exietence, but
ag these Inodable eforts  were  Gsually

frowned down, both by the Phomgyes and
the officials, and s oné of bis assalianbe |
caught a cold-—steel do his vight Jung, they |
sedsed aliogether after a time, and be was
wmding a cumguratiuu happy ile.

He almost begau to wish that the ruby

Cmalned
"stealing the “'Deda,”

Iln fuct, I was the eeitation of the “Beda"
that bad most Hkely vaused the beil

It wag the same old thing over agaln
tom-tows, and pooays, and  prosents, anil

ifull', for they wore sure of it

would sy where it was, “We're fixed for
e he sald to Corbyn, “if this Heda ruby
docsn’t turg op. 1 omust be more eareful of
myaself, 1T must stop riding, for the shaldng
up may Malodee the infernal thing and gtart
It working out,

He hnd néver got accustomed lo soeing the
natives plump down in Iront of him and fall
to praving.

Strangers always took him for the
commissloner when they taw this sort
thing going on, asdl many were the
takes made dn conscquence.,

Onee he received an offer from Barnum
nt a salary. which made his paltry  ten
thousand look ke pla money. “I'he enter-
prising Amerlean  guarauteed to  smuggle
him out of Burmah alzo, and pay all legal
elulms, too,

After he hag
two years ho

ehief
af
TREES

bevn dn the buslonese abot
began (o feel o poln s his
back. He confided de fears to hls attend
unh physican, “It's working out, 1'm sure,”
he suld, sorrowfully,

And so It appedarod,
wos forming Just bholow

The 1'hoongyes were
wns great rejoleing amaong
came @gnd beat tom-=toms all night long in
front of Valentyne's bungalow. This was to
drive the Nahts away, o that they would not
stenl the “Heda' agaln.

Valentyne was loanded down with presents,
and fessted ke n bulloek for the sacrifive.

*1 shall bo a rleh man,' he sald (o Cor-
byn, il the thing holds off for a tme."

But the Inces L drumming and song
praver making about i bubgnlow was Jdrlyv-
Itg him nearly maod for want of sleip,

Then one day Corbyn moede n discovery,
It wus only a boll, the resull of mungoe eat-
Ing.

The Phoongyes were in despatr,

Just about that thime Hpo Thit waliied into
his bungalow one day, and, bumping his fore-
head on the Moo, Legeed Valoniyne's for-
giveness for wounding him, He had served
e time, and wis going away. 10 he ri-
In Burma they would kill hWim for
s he woe golng o somu

for o distinet Iamp
the shonlder Blade
notiffed, nnd there
then, They

other couptry,

And that was the last anybody ever gaw of
Hpo Thit in Durma.

Three yonrs more of playing Hudidha at
the rate of ten thonsand o year poassed, and
this thme there could be no mistake ahbout
It, s Corbyn salid, The ruby tomiug
right enough this thme. It was coming not
far from the place where the boll had beon;

wiun

mueh prayiog, and the working of charms to
Keop the Nohts away—only stianger thun bo-
thig time.

Cortbyn could take bis dogers and push i
ahbout under the skin, and the grim, butler-
nut colored faces of the Phoongyes relaxed
when they reallzed how ¢lose they wore Lo
getting the hesven-sent relie

Eyen the offlclals were pleasod-—pleaged
with Valentyne, pleased with themsalves, and
with the way they bad managed the alfiali
The P'hoongyes would bave thely ruby back

agaly, and Valentype would bhave done well
out of the deal; In fact, he jolght be ro-
instated In the service, i this aspirt of
Buddha were cast out of him.

The chief commissioner  graciously ex

tended his patronage to the extracting of the
slone.

Apart from ail this It had a great suriival
Interest All the medical fraterpity  In
Hangoon asked Valentyne's permilssion to be
pregent: If he bad ohoxen to charge an admis
sion of ten rupees a head he wight have had
big compound MAlled st that price, the day
Corbyn summoned the Phoongyes (o be pres-
ent to take delivery of the ruby

Everythiog was ln readiness The arch-
bishop had browght & saerad dish that was
supposed to have at one t'me bolon 10
Buddha Gaudams, to recelve the “Hada™ in

WEALTH o

MISEI.

MISSOUIR)

Left n Fortuane thint Will Go to ilelrn
Now Living In bowa,

ST. JOSEPH, Mo, Feb. Qh—{(Specinl i—It

les been found thint by a will made a shor

thmoe

"
L

before hig death the late Thomas B
Boath, whose funeral oeenrvral tolday Je 1)
clty, dlsposed of part of Bl propeety.  Boslh
was 81 yenrs old and had Hved o this iy

for forty-five yeurs. e ol wever milried

and hod devotod his Hie o the aesumulatl o
of property. His entate s worth bonwsig
0,000 gl E60.000, Hoolr was poouline in

Wis habite aud devos, and ihi only enjoymaoit
he seemed to get out of e game throueh his

ability to mn ey, Viliom he was toid
nofew daye prior to Hila demise hiat he wis
not lecig for this world an attarney was suin-
monisd to s bedside, and he made Wis lnat
WIll dand testament He gave 1o a plece,
Mrs, Ellgaboth Tarpney of ittt Sioux i,
who was at hig bedside ot the fme of ke
featly, o farm In Feanoent coanty, Towa,
warth $10,000. Willkim Thomes Hoath, «
nephew, who Hves (o Iocd, wos glven 1000
In money, Booth wae gever marelod ot
hla nearest heles are three nophows god Lo
nieces, all of whom live in lowa. AfLer thoe
pieslal bequests recorded In hig will nje
“ettledd the badaoee of bis praperty will b
divided among hs pephew aml nispes Thoy
will vecelvo dn the nelglibanond of $12,000
vach, Booth a4 not belatde 1o any secre:
ordee or to any chureh His main abjort
In Hfe, appareatly, wad 10 fipess a8 groat o
[ortune as possible,

AN SAVES CALIFOIRNIA Rt
AL Dot Extreme Sonth Parvt of Stonte
Favored.

SAN FRANCISCO., Foeb. 25.—The  much
nesited raln has come an lest and endod 1he
tong drouth which seriously threatened e

furmiti reglons of the princlpal valless of

Califoraln, A downponr which eommeneed
shortly Lefore mildoight  Welnewiny  ljga
been ' the heaviest for sometime past, nhd
extended all over the torthorn part of thoe
state and as fur soath as Mouteroy. plnly
the extreme south sooms (o hilve "¢.‘||-'|
the drouiehing. Lo \ngele ciunty Wi i
vistted by bLut Jght showers, tot suifelent
to do" mueh good, but e Ipdlintions  are
that more raip 18 conlng

This storm  lnagre eropu  from  Meteed
northward ito the state Hue  The suminer

fallow has beon kept In good) conditlon aod
tho  winter sown grain e barely up. 1t
Wil roguire but Hitle more radn o gomrastes
ool cropa  onoall swmmer  fallowed dand
north of Stonkton

Dueklen's ds=oiea suive,
The best sslve In the world for Cuta,
Hruleen, Suves, Uliers, Salt Hheam, PFever
Sores, Tetter, Chapped Higds, Chibldlas,

Corns snd all Skio Braptioes, aond gositively
curea Plles vr to gay requieed. 1L 14 gusts
anteed to give perfect satisfection or money
refunded, Price 26 cents oy box, For ssle
hy Kube & Co

Shaot Four of His lelutlyves,

YOUNGETOWN, O, Fele 25 - Ahgelo Wil
Just night shor Mortha Jiwee o,
Farutdo, M 1"etet Ll
Nuule, Farando  and Noule ure
wounded All wre Ttullans and
Coalburg blocks, & 1tle plues nhout seven
miles north of here All the dnjured per-
Kons are relncves. No motive has vet Lieen
lesrnod.  Miw, Gabielel Farando, at whone
home he shopting courred, would huave
boen Killed hut for her sister-in-laow, whao
interefored  and was shot In the oarm.
Farmers  with rciles and  sholguns  are
searchiog for Wil

Josvph
Linlel
fitally
Hyed ut

Flrandu

Don't enpoy otners oY sour coughing, and

Valentyne's baok wan bareld; Corbyn maile
an incislon with hlg scalpel, pressed gently
with the forefinger of the right huud down-

ward, apd o a second it Jay in hix loft hand.
He gave it a Httle rinke in & bowl ul‘l
warm water he had ready, and held it up to
the expoctant gaze of tho many i'ruuu.gl
howds
iL was a piece of ohlong lead--a slug

Hpo Thit had lied, that was all, and had
taken the reby away with bim—at least, It
wus uever found,

Porpedo Compunuy Tnvorpoarnied,

BPRINGFIELID, 1, Feb Beoretary |
of Btute Howe todey Heended the Gathman
Torpedo Gun company ol Chleago, caphial
FAOUN, to wanufacture torpedocs, ilgh ex-
plogives ani. shelly for lgnd nond paval wir-
faure, ‘The Inoerporatees are Herhsrt Y. Mo-
Militn, W, B Chuse,” . Mann,

rlek your e by neglecting o cold. One Min-
ute Cough Cure cires cougls, eolds, croup,
grippe and all throat and lung troubles.
anEanlt vpon uw whilte woinan In that s ale,

Mint Employe Arvested,

BAN FRANCIB(C'O, Fob, Willinm P,
Clurkson, foreman of Lhe rolllog rgom st
the United Stntex branch ming o this oy,
s been arvested on o u canrge of stoillng
gold budlon, and e Leld o 8600 ball, Mar-
Hn KExgers, n grocoer, and W. 1), Carter, a
horseshoer, wore niso aereated, bhut released
on thelr own recopgnigatos. 1t e wlsp als
logedd that Clarkson's efts conslsted of
smol] ploces of gold which were delached In
the working up of Lutlion In the colnlng
mechine, They 410 not Kinount o over 35
d month, bul oary suppoked 1o hove cubis
timtied aver & piriod of tWo Yenrs or mnore

i B

Arnold’'s Dromo Celery cures lesdaches,
g, 260 and D0g, Al druggists.




